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By Matt Thurber • Editor-in-Chief

May 14, 2026

Six months after launching the TBM Advanced Aviator Program (TAAP), the TBM Owners and 

Pilots Association (TBMOPA) has signed up more than 100 participants. 

The program is designed “to pursue zero accidents in the TBM fleet by establishing a rigorous, 

professionally oriented standard of annual training and proficiency.”

TAAP participants who complete six core requirements during a 12-month period earn advanced 

aviator status from TBMOPA. 

The requirements include recurrent training with a TAAP-qualified instructor, an instrument 

proficiency check, adherence to TAAP operational guidelines, at least 100 hours of TBM pilot-in-

command time, a sustained approach score above 80% on the Me & My TBM app, and at least 

two approved enrichment activities.

Instructors must have at least 1,500 hours of pilot-in-command time, 500 hours in turboprops, 

and 100 hours in TBM single-engine turboprops. 

Independent instructors can qualify to become TAAP-qualified, and training to meet TAAP 

requirements is also available at CAE/Simcom and Goldberg Aviation.

“In just six months, TAAP has grown into something we are genuinely proud of,” said TBMOPA 

director of safety and training Adam Kudzin. “The pilots who have enrolled aren’t checking off 

boxes, but are committing to a higher standard of airmanship and joining a community that 

believes safety is a practice, not a destination. Reaching this milestone reinforces our belief that 

TAAP will become the defining safety program for TBM operators.”

                                 TBMOPA: The Voice of the TBM Community

The TBM Owners and Pilots Association (TBMOPA) is an independent, non-profit organization 

that brings together TBM aviators worldwide. 

Key Roles

• Enhancing Safety: Coordinates directly with manufacturer Daher to analyze fleet data and 

deliver advanced safety training initiatives.

• Advancing Education: Hosts annual conventions, technical seminars, and specialized flight 

training programs for members.

• Fostering Community: Connects owners, pilots, and industry experts to share operational best 

practices and technical insights.

• Advocating Interests: Represents the global TBM community before aviation authorities to 

protect owner-pilot operating rights. 
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Fly Differently with the New TBM 980

SwissFly Aero LLC

Embracherstrasse 8

CH-8185 Winkel

Tel: +41  79 890 02 02

Email: info@swissflyaero.com

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?
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